
 

           

August 17, 2017 

 
 
Dr. Eddie Richardson, Jr., MD, FAAFP 
President,  
Georgia Academy of Family Physicians 

 

University System of Georgia 
270 Washington Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
 
Chancellor Wrigley- 
 
On behalf of Georgia’s leading provider organizations and meningitis patient groups, we are writing to urge you to take action to 
help protect college students in our state from meningococcal disease – and in particular, meningitis B. 
 
As you may know, meningococcal disease, which describes the bacterial form of meningitis, tends to spread in close quarters, 
making college settings such as classrooms and dormitories a potentially ideal environment for outbreaks. It is usually caused by a 
virus or bacteria, but bacterial meningitis is the most dangerous form. Meningitis can result in death, brain damage, hearing loss, 
and learning disabilities, but is also particularly dangerous because it is often misdiagnosed. Symptoms, which can be easily mistaken 
for the flu, include fever, headache, nausea, vomiting, stiff neck, increased sensitivity to light, and confusion.  
 
Georgia law requires both public and private university students living in on-campus housing to be vaccinated against meningococcal 
disease or to sign a waiver saying that they reviewed the following information: 1) Meningococcal disease is a serious disease that 
can lead to death within only a few hours of onset; on in ten cases is fatal; and one in seven survivors of the disease is left with a 
severe disability, such as the loss of a limb developmental disability, paralysis deafness, or seizures; (2) Meningococcal disease is 
contagious but a largely preventable infection of the spinal cord fluid and the fluid that surrounds the brain; (3) Scientific evidence 
suggests that college students living in dormitory facilities are at a moderately increased risk of contracting meningococcal disease; 
and (4) immunization against meningococcal disease will decrease the risk of the disease.  
 
It is highly unlikely, however, that students in our state are vaccinated against meningitis B – a common cause of meningitis among 
American adolescents and young adults and the cause of several recent outbreaks on college campuses. Parents and students need 
to be made aware that there is a vaccine against meningitis B. 
 
Many of our students are likely vulnerable to meningitis B because it requires a separate vaccination in addition to the so-called 
“meningitis conjugate vaccine,” which protects against the other serogroups – A, C, W, and Y. Because meningitis B vaccinations 
have only been recently developed, Georgia law does not yet specifically stipulate that students receive a meningitis B vaccine in 
addition to the conjugate vaccine, nor has the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) issued a strong recommendation behind it, which would greatly increase the likelihood that physicians would 
proactively offer it to college students. 
 
While we wait for Georgia lawmakers and the CDC to take more action against meningitis B, we ask that your office urge our state’s 
university and college officials – especially campus health staff – to raise awareness about the disease and the availability of vaccines 
that offer protection against it.  By way of this letter, we are also providing you with an infographic which you can distribute to 
University System of Georgia institutions to be shared with students, campus health professionals and/or displayed on campuses. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
                                           
 

  
 

Lynn Bozof               
President, 
National Meningitis  
Association       

 

                                   
 

                    

Dr. Emanuel Wilkes, MD 
President,  
Georgia State Medical  
Association   

Dr. Steve Walsh, MD 
President,  
Medical Association of Georgia    

Walter Moore, MD MACP 
Governor,  
Georgia Chapter American  
College of Physicians 

 




