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Web Site Copy for Local Public Health Departments

Arizona leads the country in adolescent immunization
[NAME OF COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT] is working with local schools to raise awareness of a new statewide mandate requiring that children entering sixth grade in the Fall of 2008 be vaccinated against meningococcal disease [link to disease information] and whooping cough (pertussis) [link to disease information].  
In 2007, Arizona became the first state to pass this mandate, taking an important step toward protecting pre-teens and teens from these serious and sometimes life-threatening diseases.  The mandate reflects the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s recommendation that persons 11-12 years old receive two vaccines -- the meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4), and the tetanus-diphtheria-acellular pertussis vaccine, or Tdap, for whooping cough.  
We are also encouraging parents to speak with their pre-teens’ health care providers or their local public health departments about other boosters and vaccinations their children need.  For example, the CDC also recommends that girls 11-12 years old receive the human papillomavirus (HPV) [link to disease information] vaccine. 
For more information on the CDC’s recommendations for adolescent immunization, visit www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
