Letter to Schools

[County public health office letterhead]
[date]

Dear [school principal]:

As you know, beginning September 1, 2008 a new state mandate requires children entering 6th grade to be immunized against meningococcal disease and whooping cough (pertussis) prior to school entry.
The new mandate was established upon the availability of vaccines to help prevent these serious and sometimes life-threatening diseases.  As children enter their teens, they are at greater risk for contracting certain diseases, including meningococcal disease.  Also, immunity from some childhood vaccines, such as pertussis, can wane over time.  Therefore, a booster shot will help ensure that the child is protected.  This increased risk has prompted the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the American Academy of Pediatrics and other medical organizations to recommend routine vaccination of all persons aged 11-18 years with one dose of meningococcal vaccine at the earliest opportunity, and vaccination of children 11-12 years with the pertussis vaccine. 
Because many parents may be unaware of or hesitant to comply with this important new mandate, we have partnered with the Arizona Department of Health Services, the Arizona Partnership for Immunization, the National Meningitis Association, and the Society for Adolescent Medicine to distribute materials designed to educate parents about the importance of preventing these diseases and encourage them to discuss immunization with their pre-teen’s health care provider before the start of the fall term. 
We are pleased to offer the following materials to supplement your existing efforts to inform parents of the new mandate; these materials can be downloaded free of charge from [URL]:
· Fact sheets on meningococcal disease and pertussis 
· Letter for parents for you to adapt as needed
· One-page flyer/poster for parents 
· One-page flyer/poster for 6th grade students
We encourage you to distribute these materials to parents of your current 5th grade students before the end of this school year so that they have the summer months to have their children vaccinated. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact [name] at [number] or [e-mail].
Sincerely,

[name]











[title]

[organization]
