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[date]

Dear [contact]:

This fall, for the first time, all Arizona children entering 6th grade will be required to be vaccinated against meningococcal disease (with the quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine, MCV4) and pertussis (with the tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis vaccine, Tdap) prior to school entry.

The new mandate was established upon the availability of vaccines to help prevent these serious and sometimes life-threatening diseases.  As children enter their teens, they are at greater risk for contracting certain diseases, including meningococcal disease.  Also, immunity from some childhood vaccines, such as pertussis, can wane over time, so teens need another dose of vaccine.  This has prompted public health officials to recommend routine vaccination of all persons aged 11-18 years with one dose of meningococcal vaccine at the earliest opportunity, and vaccination of children 11-12 years with the pertussis vaccine.  It is also recommended that routine health care visits at 11-12 years be established to administer adolescent vaccines.
Requiring vaccination is an important milestone but, as you know, parents are not always aware of and receptive to immunization requirements.  Therefore, we have partnered with the Society for Adolescent Medicine (SAM) and the National Meningitis Association (NMA), a non-profit organization founded by parents whose children have died or live with permanent disabilities from meningococcal disease, to educate parents about the new mandate and its rationale.  

While we will focus on meningococcal disease and pertussis, we will also use the opportunity to discuss the broader platform of adolescent immunization; toward that end, we will include information about human papillomavirus and the HPV vaccine, currently recommended for girls 11-12 years of age.  Our goal is to motivate parents to discuss immunization with their adolescent child’s health care provider and to comply with the new mandate in preparation for the fall semester.
This initiative will succeed only if supported at the local level.  We are therefore asking for your help in contacting [INSERT NAME] County schools and asking them to inform parents of adolescents entering 6th grade about the mandate before school lets out for the summer to prepare for the fall 2008 academic year and avoid a surge of vaccine orders/requests.  To assist you, and the schools, in this effort, we are enclosing the following materials on a CD-ROM; they are also available at [INSERT URL]:
· Cover letter for you to adapt as needed and send to school principal or nurse
· Fact sheets on meningococcal disease, pertussis and HPV 
· Letter for parents (for you to offer schools for their adaptation and use in informing parents) 
· One-page flyer/poster for parents 
· One-page flyer/poster for pre-teens/teens
· Press release regarding mandate for you to adapt as needed and send to local news media
· Feature article for you to adapt and include in your newsletter (if applicable)
The goals of this program are supported by the NMA and the Society for Adolescent Medicine (SAM).
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact [INSERT NAME] at [INSERT NUMBER] or [INSERT E-MAIL].
On behalf of our partners, we thank you for helping inform parents about this important new mandate.  Together we can help protect Arizona’s pre-teens and teens from these serious, yet vaccine-preventable diseases.
Sincerely,

[name]
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[title]
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