Letter for Parents
[school letterhead]

[DATE]

Dear [NAME]:

The Arizona Department of Health Services now requires children entering sixth grade to be vaccinated by September 2008 against meningitis and whooping cough prior to school entry.
This requirement is a positive step toward protecting the health of pre-teens and teens including your child.  Meningococcal disease, or meningitis, is a serious bacterial infection that can lead to death or permanent disability within hours of first symptoms; whooping cough, or pertussis, is a bacterial disease characterized by prolonged cough that can cause pneumonia, rib fractures and other serious complications.  Both diseases are contagious and can be very serious in young people; fortunately, both may be prevented with safe, effective vaccines approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
Doctors’ offices throughout [NAME] County currently stock both vaccines, so please schedule an appointment with your child’s health care provider today.  Your child can receive the vaccines during a routine doctor’s visit, as well as any recommended childhood boosters or other adolescent vaccines, such as the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine for girls. 

Your child’s health care provider or school nurse will be happy to answer any questions about adolescent immunization, and can share with you the current national vaccination recommendations.  Together, we can help protect your child from serious, potentially deadly illnesses. 
Thank you for you attention to this new vaccination requirement.
Sincerely,

[NAME]

PS – Make a doctor’s appointment today so that you can enjoy the summer, knowing that your child is protected against meningitis and whooping cough, and has the necessary vaccinations to begin sixth grade this fall.
