 [INSERT CAMP LETTERHEAD/LOGO]

Dear Parent:
Certain factors often associated with summer camps, such as communal living or sharing water bottles, drinking glasses or utensils, may put adolescents at increased risk for a serious bacterial infection called meningococcal disease, commonly known as meningitis.  As you prepare your child for a healthy and enjoyable summer camp experience, I encourage you to learn about meningococcal disease and prevention.
Meningococcal disease affects up to 3,000 Americans each year.  Adolescents and young adults are at greater risk for contracting this disease than the general population and account for nearly 30 percent of all U.S. cases.  If not treated quickly, the disease can lead to death or permanent disability just hours after its first symptoms appear.  
Although adolescents do not contract meningococcal disease simply from attending summer camp, bringing large groups of teens together – especially from different geographic locations – may increase their risk of getting this serious illness.  Sharing drinking glasses, water bottles and other items that touch a person’s mouth also may increase the risk of spreading the infection.  The majority of meningococcal disease cases can potentially be prevented through vaccination.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends meningococcal vaccination for all adolescents 11-18 years of age.  

Though it is rare, the disease can have a huge impact on a camper, his or her family and the camp community.  It’s important to be aware of the disease and to consult your family physician about prevention before the start of camp or other activities that bring large groups of adolescents together.

To find out more about meningococcal disease and prevention approaches, please visit the National Meningitis Association (NMA) Web site at www.nmaus.org, or call NMA at 866-FONE-NMA (866-366-3662).  
We look forward to sharing an exciting summer camp experience with your child.

Sincerely,

[INSERT CAMP DIRECTOR SIGNATURE, NAME, TITLE]

[INSERT CAMP NAME]

