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SAMPLE TALKING POINTS

Following are suggested communications messages/“talking points,” which may help guide your conversations with local health care providers’ offices, businesses and media when asking for support in raising awareness about the middle/high school meningococcal disease vaccination program.

· I am contacting you from the [INSERT PTA NAME].  We are working with a national non-profit group called the National Meningitis Association to increase awareness about meningococcal meningitis and immunization.  As part of this program, we would like to implement a vaccination program at the [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL].  

· Adolescents and young adults are at an increased risk for meningococcal disease, a potentially fatal disease that can cause death or permanent disability, including hearing loss, brain damage and limb amputations.

· The disease strikes up to 3,000 Americans each year. 

· Adolescents and young adults have an unusually high fatality rate (nearly 25 percent) from the disease, and 20 percent of all survivors endure permanent disabilities.  
· In June 2007, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued recommendations calling for meningococcal vaccination for all adolescents 11-18 years of age.  

· To help increase awareness about the disease and the vaccine clinic at [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL], I am requesting that your office/business/publication:

· Post flyers in your windows

· Make flyers available to parents and students in your waiting room

· Develop a story about the risk of meningococcal meningitis among teenagers and young adults and highlight the immunization clinic at [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL]

· [INSERT PTA NAME] is committed to advocating for the needs of children and educating families about issues that may affect their children, and urges parents to speak to their child’s physician about immunization.

· For more information about meningococcal meningitis, immunization and the National Meningitis Association, please visit www.nmaus.org.
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